THY  GLORY SHALL  PERSIST

through the entrance. So engaged were we with the
factory, that when next we looked ahead the slender
columns of Persepolis were silhouetted against the dark
hillside.

We drew up beneath the foot of a plateau overlooking
the amber plain we had just crossed, and divested our-
selves of some of our many coats.

"Let us ask permission to rub our foreheads at the
Gate of Almighty Splendour," said Rumi, as he approached
the police guard. "Set the remembrance of the things
which I will tell you like pearls in the lobe of your

ear."

He warmed to his task. Darius the Great began to
build Persepolis about 519 B.C. His son Xerxes finished
it about thirty years later; although some say Jamshid,
who owned a mirror in which he professed to see the whole
world at a glance, conceived the idea, hence the name
Takht-i-Jamshid, the Throne of Jamshid. Persepolis,
"Hewn out of Rock," probably derived her name from
Pars, the province of which she was once the hub. The
connection seemed negligible until we realized that Pars
or Pars came perhaps from Pherez, "to divide," because
Cyrus divided Babylonia between the Persians and the
Medes. Cambyses brought from fallen Egypt and from
Thebes over six thousand workmen and many treasures,
whereupon the fame of Persepolis went forth.

Temporary hoarding concealed the solid rock which
formed the base of the platform, and gave us the impression
of a vast stage, with no wings, viewed from the orchestra
pit; backdrop, a rocky hill scene.

A few years ago Professor Hertzfelt, at the corners of the
main platform, found, in the original stone boxes, four
foundation plaques, two of gold and two of silver, depicting
the start of Persepolis by Darius, although most of the
finds have been architectural. -Only stone remained; no
wood, no sun-dried brick.

163